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Petition launched to charge Patel’s boss

Member for Burnett Rob Messenger and the Bundaberg Burnett
Patient Support Group President lan Fleming recently launched a
petition calling on the former Bundaberg Base Hospital Director
of Medical Services Dr Darren Keating to be charged with the
offences of official misconduct and attempted fraud under the
Criminal Code.

The petition seeks to put pressure on the Bligh Labor
government to prosecute Keating given the fact that retired
Supreme Court judge and Royal Commissioner Geoffrey Davies
made 14 adverse findings and 4 recommendations of legal
action and criminal proceedings against Dr Darren Keating.

“The petition, which is in the form of a paper petition and elec-
tronic petition, also points out that the Butler independent legal
report commissioned by the Queensland police service, confirms
that ‘there is sufficient evidence to support a prima facie case
against Dr Keating under the Criminal Code of attempted
fraud™, Mr Messenger said.

“This is a criminal charge which is not affected by the statute of
limitations. We must never
;. forget that for 2 years at the

4 - Bundaberg Base Hospital, at
. least 17 lives were lost and
’v hundreds injured in
J§ suspicious circumstances,
il because this Government and
¥ its employees failed to protect
and look after the patients of
Queensland Health and no
' one has ever been held
legally accountable.”

. “We are urging everyone in
& the community who feels

, .
Rob, Bundaberg Burnett Patient Support Group PreS|dent lan Fleming, Member for
Bundaberg Jack Dempsey and Patel victims at the official launch of a petition seeking
to charge Dr Keating.

strongly about ensuring Patel victims get the justice they deserve
to sign the petition, which is available at the Burnett and
Bundaberg Electorate Offices,” he said.
Alternatively, the e-petition can be signed through Mr
Messenger’'s website (www.robmessenger.com).
Mr Messenger has also appealed to the Crime and Misconduct
Commission to begin proceedings against Dr Darren Keating for
official misconduct and urgently commence a full investigation
against Commissioner Bob Atkinson for refusing to charge Keating.

Bundaberg-Burnett irrigation scheme must be upgraded

Rob Messenger is calling on the Queen-
sland Government owned corporation,
Sunwater, to use some of its $28 million
profit to upgrade Bundaberg-Burnett's
irrigation scheme to ensure a fairer water
allocation system.
Mr Messenger used the last week of State
Parliament for the year to speak out on
behalf of local farmers and asked that the
Bundaberg-Burnett irrigation scheme be
upgraded.

Mr Messenger said it is vital that water
resources are managed so Bundaberg-
Burnett horticultural farmers can maxi-
mise and increase their production.
“We need to get the infrastructure in place
to link the Burnett system and the Kolan

River system,” he said.

“Currently, the scheme is not complete.
It cannot move water both ways. It
needs to be interlinked in both direc-
tions. We need the farmers hooked up
in one system, not two separate sys-
tems. In effect, we need a water grid
operating in the Bundaberg-Burnett.
“At the moment the south-side alloca-
tion has gone from three per cent up to
24 per cent, while the north-side stayed
at the same 47 per cent allocation. If
the infrastructure were already in place
to link both sides, everyone would have
the same amount allocated to them
equally. It would be a much fairer

System.”

“It would mean that we wouldn’t have an
unfair situation where one farm receives
47 per cent water allocation and another
three kilometres away receives only three
per cent water allocation.”

“The bottom line is that the system is
currently not drought proof,” he said.
Mr Messenger said the Bundaberg-Burnett
water system should be upgraded not only
for these farmers, but also for the farmers
who are not hooked up to the surface wa-
ter scheme but who are hooked up to the
underground water system in the
Woongarra area and Gooburrum area.



Messenger helps secure funding for Woodgate RSL

" state government’s

Earlier this year the Woodgate RSL
sub-branch were successful in their
application for funding through the
financial
assistance scheme, the ‘Gambling
Community Benefit Fund’, which
Rob helped secure through
advocating on their behalf.
Rob had the privilege of officially

1 handing over the new PA System to

Pictured with Rob (L to R) are Jack Young (Treasurer), Robyn Ure
(Secretary), Malcolm Webb (Pensions & Welfare) and Ted Orreal
(President).

y If your

Sea FM Celebrity Cup

the RSL sub-branch recently.
community organisation
needs funding for a project or to
simply upgrade equipment or
facilities, why not take advantage
of the Gambling Community Benefit
Fund. The Fund provides one-off
grants of up to $30,000 to

Photo courtesy of Sea FM

Rob, along with Member for Bundaberg Jack Dempsey, joined the Sea FM Celebrity Cup
Football team last month for a fun game against Football Bundaberg club members.

Other local familiar faces who joined the team included Bundaberg News-Mail staff, Sea
Fm radio representatives including Morning crew breakfast announcer Luke Perry and Sea
Cruiser Driver ‘Astro Boy’ (Kyle Obrien), a member from the Bundaberg Base Hospital and
Football Bundaberg representatives. While the Sea FM side didn’'t win, they gave the
skilled Football Bundaberg team a run for their money, only narrowly being defeated 4-3.

Queensland based not-for-profit
community groups.
The closing dates for grant rounds are
31st of March, 30th of June, 30th of
September and 31st of December.
For more information or to check
eligibility criteria, visit the website
www.gcbf.gqld.gov.au or contact the
Burnett Electorate Office and we will
steer you in the right direction.

o
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Rob, pictured above with Miriam Vale
Shire Councillor Josie Meng, personally
presented the Agnes Water Ambulance
Station with a new Queensland Flag.

Organisations such as schools,
recognised youth organisations,
community service groups, welfare

organisations, sporting clubs and bodies,
local government and semi-government
authorities are eligible to receive
Queensland Flags free-of-charge.
Contact the Burnett Electorate Office
regarding requests for Queensland
Flags. Flags can then be provided for
presentation to your organisation.

MERRY CHRISTNVMIAS!

I would like to take this opportunity to once again thank you for your continued support
throughout the year. |, along with my Burnett Electorate Office staff, Bron and Mel,
wish you a very Merry Christmas and a safe, happy New Year!

* The Burnett Electorate Office will close for the Christmas break from Friday the 14th of December and will reopen on
Monday, 7th of January 2008. If you require assistance over the Christmas break, please do not hesitate to

Fe

contact Rob on 0407 904 134 at any time, or email him at robmessenger@bigpond.com.
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